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DAVENTRY BOROUGH OOUNCIL 


Health Dept,, 


Moot Hall, 
Telephone: DAVENTRY, 
Daventry 60/61 Northants, 


To His Worship the Mayor, Alderman and Councillors 
of the Borough of Daventry, 


I have the honour to present my fifth Annual Report on the Health and 
Sanitary circumstances of the town incorporating that of the Public Health 
Inspector, and once again it is my duty to present an assessment of the 
health of the town, 


This cannot be estimated from statistical informtion alone, as the 
full mental and physical well-being of a community presents mny intangible 
factors However, the basis for good health is now being well laid since 
virtually a new tovn with good houses, a new school, new places of work and 
the means for healthy reoreation is emerging, It is to be hoped that with 
abundant physical health, full employment, and leisure well used a spirit 
as fine as the environment will be engendered here, 


An indication that this hope is becoming a reality already is shown by 
the actions of the citizens, who by their own efforts have raised a large sum 
towards the building of a svtimming pool for the tom, 


The statistics are satisfactory ~ showing an expanding town with a 
population increase of from 5290 last year to 5600 this year, Once again 
this is minly due to industriel grovth, 


There is an increase of 33 in the Birth Rate on last year, The Crude 
Rate being 24.6 (Standardised Rate 23,8) and is in advance of the national 
figure of 17.1. 


There were 76 deaths during the year, and this shows a fall of 17 on 
last year's figure giving a Crude Rate of 13,6 and a Standardised Rate of 
8.7, which is well below the national figure of 11,5 The high Crude Rate 
being due to the presence in the town of an institution for the aged, Once 
again the deaths show a preponderance of those diseases which occur in the 
more elderly members of the community, the diseases of heart and circulation 
and the cancers and a decline of deaths from infectious disease, 


There were however 8 deaths from pneumonia and 4 from bronchitis, these 
deaths occurring for the most part as terminal events in the elderly or in 
those persons whose health had already been undermined from other causes, 
There is one melancholy death in an infant from tuberculous meningitis, 
also another from infection at one year, details of which are given later 
in the report, 
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There was a marked decline in the notification of infectious disease P 
and only twelve cases of Sammé dysentery were notified as compared with the 
large mmber last year, These were all isoleted cases and no outbreak 
occurred, I am happy to report that all schools are now equipped with an 
adequate number of washhand basins and provided with paper towels, 


The campaign against poliomyelitis proceeded and large numbers received 
vaccination, No cases are reported, There was a decline in acceptance 
of smallpox vaccination, and the possibility of the introduction of this 
disease by air transport mst always be remembered, Parents are earnestly 
requested to have their infants vaccinated, I am however, happy to report 
that there has been an excellent response to diphtheria immunisation and that 
there is a considerable increase in the numbers reoeiving both primary and 
booster infections, Both parents and doctars are to be cmmgratulated, 
The figures for Daventry are the highest in the county, 


Throughout the year building operations have continued and 30 dwellings were 
completed by the Borough Council; 16 being built for Industrinl Expansion purposes 
and the remining 14 in connection with the slum clearance programm, The 
rate of private house building was the highest ever recorded and amounted to 
61 houses and bungalows completed during the year, Good progress continued 
in slum clearance and 12 condemmed houses were demolished, 


For many years the discharge of a bad sewage effluent has been a serious 
health problem but this has now been overcome by building a complete new 
sewage treatment works, Samples of the effluent from these new works were 
examined and four to be very satisfactory, 


In conclusion thanks are due to the Public Health Inspector, and all 
who contributed in any way towards the compilation of this report, to the 
Chairman and members of the Public Health Committee for help and encouragement, 
and to the County Medical Officer of Health for details of preventive measures 
against infectious diseases, 


JOAN M, ST. V. DAWKINS, 
Medical Officer of Health, 


July, 19616 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 
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BOROUGH OF DAVENTRY 


Members of the Public Health Committee: 


Public 


Councillor Mrs, L,F, Borton (Chairmn) 
Aldermen W,G,S, Edwards, G, Williams 


Councillors WG, Tutcher, J,E, Lodge, T.R, Webb, J,K, Price, 
LE. Whitmee 


Health Officers of the Borough of Daventry: 


Joan M St, V, Davikins, MBBS. yt, H DCH, 
Medical Officer of Health 


Alsoholds the appointment of 

Medical Officew of Health, Daventry Rural District Council 
Medical Officer of Health, Brixworth Rural District Courmil 
Assistant Oounty Medioal Officer of Health 

and 

Oounty School Medical Offioer 

GN, Sohofield, R.S.1.0.B.,MA PHI, 

Public Health inspector 

Certified Inspector of Meat and Foods, 


Shops 4o0t Inspector, 
Petroleum Officer, 


SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS 1960 


Area (in acres) ea» aoe oe 3,633 
Population poe vee ae 5,600 
Number of separate dwellings occupied .., vee 1,847 
Rateable Value 1960 (April) .,. ‘as cea EN. 4065 
Product of a Penny Rate ors ve? soe £381. 0, 8d, 
LIVE BIRTHS: (Rate per 1000 estimted population) 
Male Female Total Rate Rate E & W 
Legitimate 56 19 135 171 
Illegitimate 2 1 
58 80 4 38 Zeb 
(SR, 23.8) 
STILL BIRTHS: (Rate per 1000 Live and still births) 
1 “ Te2 196/ 
Total Live and Still Births 
Male Female Total 
59 80 139 
INFANT? DEATHS Male Female 
Total 2 2 29,0 21,7 
Legitimte 2 2 
Illegitimte - ~ 
INFANT MORTALITY: (Rate per 1000 live births) Total 29,0 
" . * 4s . Legitimte 29,0 
" n - n . Illegitimte Nil 
NEONATAL (4st 4. weeks) Male Female 
Total 4 ~- Te 1526 
Legitimate 4 _ Jez 
Illegitimate = _ Nil 
Illegitimte live births per cent of total live births ... 2% 
Maternal Deaths (including abortion) Nil 
Maternal mortality rate per 1000 Live 
births & still births Nil 239 
DEATHS (all causes) Male Femle Total Rate Rate E& W 
37 39 76 1306 11.5 
(SR, 8.7) 


DEATHS FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES 1, 
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MORDALITY TABLE 1960 


Lt sesessstnessnessnshsnestesenesneaitren 


Cause of Death Male Female Total 


Tuberculosis, respiratory 


ees pee - - wy 

Tuberoulosis, other cue a ose 1 ~ 1 
Syphilitio disease ‘es rT D>» - s eg 
Diphtheria ava poe one ” " og 
Whooping Cough ve» oe» vee ” ey sy 
Meningococcal infections ees cue - - “ 
{cute Poliomyelitis ee eo. boa - = 3 
Measles Pa eo. eee = £3 = 
Other infective and parasitic diseases - 4 1 
Malignent neoplasm, stomach  4,, toe x 1 1 
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ..; 4 sed 4. 
Malignant neoplasm, breast eee vee - 2 e 
Malignant neoplasm, uterus TT dee ~ * me 
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms k 4 7 
leukaemia, aleukeemia ees vee ee» = = a 
Diabetes o>» ae ees = D> oj 
Vasoular lesions of nervous system 5, 6 9 15 
Coronary disease, angina ere o> 3 7 
Hypertension with heart disease ee e Set Fe 
Other heart disease ‘ee cna = 4 rj 14 
Other cirai latory disease cae one 4 4 2 
Influenza aoe eee >a bag = = 
Pneumonia dee ees aoe L. A 8 
Bronchitis @oe er? ae» 3 1 4 
Other disease of respiratory system ee, - 1 1 
Ulcer of stomoch and duodenum eo.» aoe = 1 1 
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea .., - 7 i 
Nephritis and nephrosis o>. eer = = = 
Hyperplasia of prostate eo» eee 1 id 1 
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ee. . - ip 
Congenital Malformtions ere ere sd " ae 
Other defined and ill~iefined diseases 4 2 6 
Motor vehicle accidents doe eee 4 1 1 
ALL other accidents ake — eae 1 - 1 
Suicide Pee ere oo 1 1 : 
Homicide and operations of war vo» - Fs a 
TOTALS 37 39 16 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL SIATISTICS OVER PREVIOUS 5 YEARS 


Year Estimated — Births Deaths 
Population 
No, Crude Under 1 year All ages 
oar Noy | Rate Rate 
1956 4580 86 18.77 yy) B+» 88 67 14.263 
1957 4.870 83 17. 2 2, O9 70 the 37 
1958 ~ BOLO 96 19,05 1 10.4 Dh 18.6 
1959 5290 405 19,8 2 19,0 93 17.6 
1960 5600 138 2h 6 “ 29,0 76 | 1306 


(Sse 2308) | S.R.87) 
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SECTION & 


Natural and Social Conditions 


AREA 
The acreage of the Tom is 3,633 and the population is now 5,600, 


Daventry is one of the Ancient Boroughs and received its first charter 
from Queen Elizabeth I in 1576, For many years Daventry was a prosperous mrket 
town, with its wide rural boundaries and its central, although rether cramped, 
urban area, It was a busy emehing centre, and the latter provided its min 
industry, that of whip mking, With the disappearance of the coach, employment 
Was provided by the boot and shoe industry and later by addition of the B,B,C, 
Transmitting Station at Borough Hill, 


The character of the tovm is now changing, Since 1953/54 when a large 
tapered roller bearing factory of British Timken was established to the North of 
the Town, there has been steady increase of population, The old tom still 
remains, but what is virtually a new town with its well spaced modern dwellings, is 
arising to the North and South, Further industrial expansion and development is 
expected, and a new era of progress and prosperity is anticipated for the tow, 


POPUL:TION 


The estimted mid-year population in 1960, calculated by the Registrar 
General, was 5,600 representing an increase of 310 on the 1959 figure, Natural 
increase, excess of births over deaths, was calculated to be 62, the difference 
being due mainly to movement into the town in connection with industrial expansion, 


DEATHS 


76 deaths compared with 93 for the previous year, gave a orude rate of 13.6 
compared with 17.6 for 1959, (S.R. 87). 


There has been a decline of 17 in the number of deaths, though the population 
of the town has increased, The mjority of new residents to the tovn are of the 
younger age groups, — 


Once again nearly half the deaths were caused by diseases of the heart and 
circulation mking a total of 355 deaths, 7 from coronary artery disease, 15 from 
vascular lesion of the nervous system and 11 from other heart disease, A further 
44. deaths arose from cancer, 4. of whom had cancer of the lung, all males, 


Thus the pattern of death largely from the older age groups and therefore 
from disease of degeneration and neoplastio conditios continues, Arterial disease 
may however, attack earlier in some than others as evidenced by the mounting toll 
of coronary and other arterial disease in mles, often in the prime of life, The 
causes of arterial disease still elude us, Factors which may contribute to its 
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early incidence my include lack of exercise, excess of dict, stress, smoking and 
hereditary factors, Mon no longer labours to produce his food, and his working 
life is often sedentary, 


The causes of cancer, of which there were 14 deaths, remin also unsolved, 
Gancer education ami the recognition of early symptoms with their prompt diagnosis 
and treatment may however save many lives, 


The respiratory infections still teke their toll though less than formerly, 
This year there were no deaths from influenza compared With 11 last year, but 8 
died from pnevmonia and 4 from bronchitis and 1 from other respiratory disease, 
The great mjority of deaths from pneumonia are in those whose health is already 
undermined by other causes and is as such only a terminal event. One infant aged 
1 year died from a fulminating streptococcal infection, and was found dead before 
treatment could be started, There was one death from tuberculosis in an infant, 
details of which are included in the section on infectious disease, 


BIRTHS 

live births numbered 138 giving a rate of 24.6 (S.R, 23,8) per thousand live 
births, which was higher than that of 1959 when 105 births ocourred, The national 
rate of 17.1 is far exceeded in Daventry, 
INFANT DEATHS 

4. infants died, 1 was under 4 weeks of age, 


CAUSES OF INFANT DEATHS 


Neonatal (1st 4 weeks) 4 = 12 months 
Atelectasis ) 4 Day Infective Hepatitis 1 month 


Premturity ) heute Upper Respiratory Infection due to 


Haemolytic streptococcus 1 year, 
Tuberculous meningitis 7 months, 
STILLBIRTHS 
4 stillbirth was recorded during the year 
TLIZGITIM.TE BIRTHS 
3 illegitimte births took place during the year, 2 less than in 1959. 
ML TERNAL MORTALITY 


No mternal deaths were recorded during the year, 
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SECTION B 


General Provisions of Health Service 
LABORATORY SERVICE 
The Emergency Public Health Imboratory Service is available for work in 
connection with the diagnosis and control on Infectious Diseases, It is 
Situated adjacent to Northampton General Hospital, The co-operation and able 
service which is always provided is greatly appreciated, 
AMBULANCE SERVICE 


General medical surgical and infectious disease cases are moved by units of 
the St, John Ambulance Brigade, acting as agents for the County Council, 


TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS 


An Infant Welfare Clinic is held in the Abbey Buildings on the third Friday 
of each month, 


4 Permanent Dental clinic has been established at the Secondary Modern School 
and regular sessions are held, 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The Tuberculosis After~Care Committee continued to serve both the Borough 
and the surrounding Rural Distriot, 


Since Lugust 1955 ea chest olinic service has been instituted at fortnightly 
intervals at the Danetre Hospital, and continues to be of great service to local 
patients, 


NURSING 1.T HOME 


Health Visitors, District Nurses and Midwives are provided by the County 
Council, The services of a permment full time health visitor, resident in the 
town was once more established after an interval of approximtely 2 years during 
which time the town was covered by health visitors from other districts, 


HOME HELP SERVICE 
This Service is also provided by the County Council, and is of particular 


value both in illness ond for old people who may with the assistance of a home 
help remin at home rather than be sent to an institution, 


HOSPITAL SERVICES 
All infectious disease cases, excepting only Tuberoulosis sufferers, are 
Treated at Harborough Road Isolation Hospital, Northampton, while general 


medical and surgical cases receive treatment at Denetre Hospital, Northampton 
General Hospital or Hospital of St, Cross, Rugby, 
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WELFARE OF OID PEOPLE 


Darby & Joan Club 

Meetings of this Club which is run voluntarily by the W.V.S, were held 
every Friday aftermoon and were well ettended, and very popular, During the 
year various outings have been arranged to places of interest, and other clubs, 
4 garden party is also held anmalLly, 


Thanks are expressed to Ladies of this Organisation who by their service 
do so mich to help the old people, 


National Assistance Act 1947 Seo. 47 (Amendment 1951 ) 
No action was necessary under this Act during the year, 

SERVICES FOR OID PEOPIE 
The following provide services for old people:~ 
1. The National Health Service 

(a) General Practitioner Service 

(b) Hospital and Specialist Services including the Almoner Service, 
2. The County Council 

(a) The Health Department 


1, District Nurses 

2e Health Visitors. 

3e Home Helps 

bow Chiropody Service 

5. Certain home equipment where necessary 
(b) The Welfare Department 

1, Part III acoommodatim and homes 


ce Special services for Blind etc,, and home fittings where 
necessary, 


Financial help where necessary, 


10 


' 
+. 
7 ‘ 
7 
. 
» as j a had ‘ 
7 > a i 
- § 
; . ® on 
« At 
F 
° ‘e La 


= — = 
y+ +) . y uty : 
~~ te A eg d in eis oe 
a a ate * - 
_~ r bende +s - 
= esi BPs Od Fie “ 2 


ee ee en ee ee 
Bee S yo tes 


; oe 
egie8 exch. 


sok Teen ebopoe tO 


¢ y ° ; 
Trento eshte nani teon whol miosis 
.7 
t 


Da 


The District Council 


Homes for the Aged, Flats and in som cases Flatlets with Warden 
Supervision, 


Voluntary Organisations 


These are many and services vary in different areas, They include 
Holiday schemes in which old people are taken on seaside holidays 
in off season times, The Darby and Joan Clubs, "Meals on 
Wheels" Service, and Home Visiting, The Womens Voluntary Service 
very often undertake many of the above duties, while in other 
areas local voluntary Committees run the various organisations, 
The Rural Commnities Council together with the Old Peoples 
Welfare Committee provide ao-operation between the verious 
services, 


Your Medical Officer of Health having a special interest in 
the welfare of the aged and by virtue of her appointment both to 
the District and the County Council and by her relationship with 
other Medical colleagues endeavours to fulfil the function of 
co-operation and co-ordination between these many agencies, 

Many cases of breakdown can be prevented by early applicatim of 
these services, 


Voluntary organisations have also requested that your Medical 


Officer should give lectures and talks and each invitation 
received is accepted and fulfilled, 
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SECTION 0, 


Sanitary Circumstances of the District 
WATER SUPPLY 


The responsibility for the tom's water supply is in the hands of 
the Mid-Northamptonshire Water Board, The supply was very satisfactorily 
mintained both in respect to quality and quantity, The source of the 
Water was Pitsford reservoir, This water was pumped approximtely 
12 miles through mains to the Borough Hill storage reservoir, which now 
has a storage capacity of 13 millim gollons, and thence to the town, 


The water was moderately hard being measured at 120 part per 
million degrees hardness, Samples were taken each month by the Water 
Board's Staff om results shoved a pure supply, Slight traces of iron 
were also found in the water when exemined, however, the water is not 
subject to plumbo-solvent action and therefore, not liable to 
contamination by use of lead piping. 


Nearly all the dvellings within the Borough have a piped supply 
direct into the houses and most of the farm properties on the outskirts of 
the district have now connections to the min water supply. 


DISINFECTION ..ND DISINFESTAT ION 


Suitable treatment of premises where certain infectious diseases or 
verminous conditions occurred was carried out when necessary, Very good 
results were obtained by the use of liquid and powder spraying in dealing 
With trouble from insect pests, 


SEWERAGE & SEVLLGE DISPOSAL 


Practically the whole of the town is served by the min sever 
excepting a smell nurber of isolated dwellings ao the outskirts of the area, 
The latter are nearly all provided with individual septic tanks, 


The new sewage disposal warks were brought into use 18 months ago and 
have continued to operate very satisfactorily, The results of samples of 
effluent analysed have reached the level required by the Nene River Board 
for discharge into the Welton Road reservoir, The present works were 
desimed to deal with the sewage waste for a tovm of 6,000 population and 
it will be seen that this figure will be reached in the next few years if 
the tovm continues to expand, thus necessitating the enlargement of the 
disposal plant, 


In eddition the older sewers leading to the works are carrying a high 
volume of sewage due minly to increased house building on sites throughout 
the tovm, Some of these sewers will have to be enlarged to cope with the 
expected inorease in flow and it is urged that this mtter be dealt with as 
speedily as possible, 
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RODENT CONTROL 


One part time rodent operator was engaged on these duties aml he 
continued to carry out his work in a highly satisfactory manner, In 
addition to the free service provided for treatment against rats ond 
mice at domestic premises, the baiting of sewers was carried out, 
Oertain factory premises were also being treated under contract 
arrangement with the Borough Council, 


The following is a summry of the infestations treated during the 
year, ise. 


1959 1960 
Dwellinghouses 4.8 49 
Business Premises 2 “4 
Local Authority 6 4 
Agcicultural 4 4 


REFUSE COLLECTION 


Weekly collections of refuse were maintained from all dwellings 
Within the tovm, The refuse was removed to the Dodford Road tip but this 
tip which had been in use for some 6=/ years was filled during the early 
part of the year, For a while the Council had no other site of its own 
for the disposal of refuse and was fortunate in being able to use the tip 
belonging to the Rural Oounoil, TI am glad to report that an alternative 
site vias found and this has since been used, 


Special attention is given to the destruction of rats where refuse 
is tipped and also to control fly breeding, 


The Council has now issued ao total of 66 dustbins to properties 
under the Municipal Dustbin Scheme which came into operetion in 1954, 
An annual charge of 7s.6d, is mde for each bin supplied, 


MOVEABLE DWELLINGS 


Five licences were granted permitting caravans to be stationed 
within the Borough, These were all sited in separate parts of the 
district and periodic inspection was mde of these dwellings, 


The new Caravan Sites Act came into operation during Jugust, 1960, 
The objeot of this new legislation was to control the Caravan sites so as 
to prevent their being located in unsuitable places and also to improve 
conditions on sites, 
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As a result a new code of requirements was drawn up by the Public 
Health Committee and these became operative on all the sites where 
caravans vere in use, The overall effeot of this new Aot should be to 
bring about a more uniform set of conditions for sites throughout the 
country, thus obviating confusion between mnufacturers, caravan occupiers, 
owners of sites and looal autharities as to whet my or my not constitute 
a satisfactory caravan site, 


PETROLEUM REGULATION ACTS 192841936 


19 installations were licensed by the Council far storage of 
petroleum spirit umler the above regulations, At premises where 
inflammable liquids are stored routine inspections are carried out so as 
to secure the highest possible standard of fire safety, Some of the 
older tanks were tested, One underground storage tank was foum to leak 
and its use was discontinued forthwith, in addition steps were taken to 
render the tanks safe from any danger of inflammble vapour, 


FUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS 


At present there is no public swimming bath in the town and the 
nearest is situated 12 miles away at Northampton, 


Since the Daventry & District Swimming Pool jssociation was formed 
three years ago a total of £12,000 has been raised towatds the cost of a 
swimming pool at Daventry, Meetings were held with the Borough Council 
and by the end of the year plans were well in hand to build an open air 
pool on = site between the town and the Braunston Road housing estate, 
Great credit is due to all who have mde this project possible in so short 
a period, An amenity of this nature gives every youngster a chance to 
learn to svim and is therefore, a means of saving lives while at the sam 
time affording a very healthy exercise, 
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SECTION D 
HOUSING 


The rate of house building was high and 30 houses and flats were 
completed by the Council, 


The figure for private building however, surpassed this number and 
reached a total of 61; the highest number ever recorded in me year, 
16 of the dwellings completed by the Council were the remaining part of 
a& scheme comprising 100 dwellings for housing families coming into the 
town under the Industrial Expansion programme to work for British Timken 
Ltd, 44. dwellings vere built for local needs in connection with slum 
clearence, 


a further 26 dwellings became vacant during the 12 months and these 
Were let to applicants m the housing register, The number of persons 
applying for accommodation has remined at approximately the same level 
over the past 3 years and shows the lowest figures since the var, There 
are hoviever, indications that the number is now rising and this is due in 
no small measure to the fact that some of the children who came with the 
first families to settle in the town in 1955 have now grown up, married, 
and wish to live in homes of their own, It would appear that this demand 
for houses will continue to grow side by side with Industrial development 
and the present encroachment of land my mke it necessary to build at a 
greater density if housing is to be provided on an ecmomical basis, 

A total of 9 applications were received far Improvement Grants and 
all wesc approved, 5 of these were for the simplified standard type of 
grant which have only recently become available, 


Good progress was made in relation to slum clearance amd a total of 
42 houses were demolished, When the Public Health Committee formated 
the Slum Clearance programme in 1955 it was planned to deal with 10 unfit 
properties each year, Although there is mch outstanding work still to be 
done in this field, a total of 56 condenmed houses have been demolished 
during the first five years of the programme, 


There is still an urgent need for more bungalows for older persons 
and effarts are now being made to meet such demnd, It is hoped that 
schemes to provide this type of accommodation will be speedily carried 
out, The modernisation of the pre-war Council houses still remains to 
be undertaken, The impression gained from new tenonts moving into some 
of these houses during recent years is that they would Like to have the 
benefit of improved facilities, 
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HOUSING ST..TISTICS 
NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR 


By the Looal Authority 


By other Bodies or Persons ees eae 
I INSPECTION OF DiWELLINGHOUSES DURING THE YEAR:~ 


4 (a) Number of dwellinghouses inspeoted for 
Hiblic Health or Housing Act defects 4s 162 


(b) Number of Inspectias mde oe te 395 
2 Number of dwelling houses unfit for humn 

habitation and inoapable of repair at 
reasonable expense:— 
(a) Number scheduled in original Slum 

Clearance programme 1955 eee v08 1t7 
(b) Number dealt with 1955-1960 see ose 56 
(c) Total unfit houses remining at 31/12/60 61 


II HOUSES DEMOLISHED 
DISPLiCED during year 


In Clearance areas DEMOLISHED 
Families 


(4) Houses unfit for human 
habitation eee a2 


(2) Houses included by reason 
of bad arrangement, etc, 


(3) Houses on land acquired 
under Seo,43 (2) Housing 
iict, 1957 zee 22> 


Not in clearance areas 
a 


(4) s&s a result of formal or 
informal procedure under 
Sece16 or Sec,17 (1) 
Housing Jct, 1957 een 


(5) Looal authority owned 
houses certified untit | 
by the Medical Officer 
of Health vee sbi 


16 
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| | DISPIAGED during year 
' HOUSES ae 
| DEMOLISHED 


(6) Houses unfit for human 
habitation where actio 
has been taken under 
Local Acts, ee» aoe 


(7) Unfit houses included in 
unfitness orders sas 


ITI UNFIT HOUSES CLOSED 


(8) Under Seo.16 (4), 17 (1) 
and 35 (1) Housing Act, 


2 ees sve 


(9) Under Sec.17 (3) and 26, 
Housing Act, 1957 ase 

(10) Parts of buildings closed 
under Sec,18 Housing 
acts, 1957 ae cme 


IV UNFIT HOUSES MDE FIT AND HOUSES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE REMEDIED 


By Owner | By Local | 
| Luthority 


(41) After inform Action by 
local authority oss 


(1420) After form notice under 
(a) Public Health Jets 


(12b) Sec,9 and 16 Housing Act, 
1957 ase eo, 


V UNFIT HOUSES IN TEMPORARY USE (Housing Act, 1957) 
NIL 

VI PURCHASE OF HOUSES BY AGREEMENT (IN CIBHARANCE AREAS 
NIL 


VII HOUSING ACE 1957 B\RT IV ~ OVERCROWDING 


4 (a) Number of dwellinghouses overcrowded at 
end of year ee? ss ose 


(b) Number of families dvelling therein h 
17 
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(c) Number of persas dwelling therein os,» 17 
Number of new cases of overcrowding reported bh. 


Number of cases of overcrovding relieved 
during the year ase eee ees h. 


Number of persams concerned in such cases ees 17 
Number of cases in which dwellinghouses 


became overcrowded again after Local Authority 
had taken steps to abate same see wee Nil 


RENT ACT, 1957 


Number of applications for Certificates of 
Disrepair aes pas 22° Nil 
IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 
(a) Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 
1958 
Number of applications for Discretionary 
Grants oes 
Approved by Local authority oe. 
(b) House Purchase and Housing act, 1959 


Number of applications for Standard 
Grants aes 5 


Approved by local authority sop 5 
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SECTION E 


Inspection & Supervision of Food & Drink 


Routine inspections of all shops and premises where food is 
prepared ar exposed for sale were carried out during the year, As a 
result of informl action certain improvements were made to some of 
these premises to bring them up to the standard laid down by the Food 
Hygiene Regulations, 1955, 


Only one small private slaughterhouse was licensed by the Oounoil 
and these premises closed down during the year, The report on 
slaughterhouse facilities as required by Section 3 Slaughterhouses 
&ct, 1958 was submitted to the Ministry of igriculture, Fisheries & 
Food, The report indicated that with the exception of the premises 
referred to the whole of the meat supplies come from slaughterhouses 
outside the Borough, The Council had reviewed the slaughtering 
facilities available and considered the present arrangements adequate to 
meet the needs of the six butchers trading in the town, It was felt 
that should the population reach 12,000 as envisaged within the next 
10 years, then it my be desirable to have a modern slaughterhouse in 
the tovin, 


Regular visits were mde to premises where ioe cream Was sold and 
in addition inspections were carried out of vehicles used for sale of 
ice cream, No ice cream was manufactured locally, 


licences were issued to three milk retailers to supply pasteurized, 
tuberculin and sterilized milk within the area, Two shops were also 
registered for the sale of bottled milk, 


I am once again pleased to include in my report details of 
samples of food taken in the Borough by the Staff of the Narthamptonshire 
County Council, These are listed below; 


Milk 
Butter 

Ice Cream 
Cream Sponge 
Apples 
Potatoes 
Marmalade 
Mayonnaise 
Medicines 
Toffee 
Whisky 
Pork Pies 


ok 
NM 


Total 


19 
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For the eighth year in succession the foods sampled in the town 
have been four to be entirely satisfactary, 


In addition 1,826 ertioles of food were oheoked for weight or 
measure during the year, Of this number 9 loaves of bread and 
22 pre=packed articles were found to be incorrect but all the 
deficiencies were sm1l and were dealt with by advice to the traders 
concerned, 


A sml1l amount of tinned foodstuffs was submitted for 
condemmation by local traders and this was dealt with by the Public 
Health Inspector, 


The following animals were slaughtered at the only private 
sei, corona situated within the Borough (premises closed during 
year), 


Animls Number 
Sheep am lanbs 26 
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SECTION F 
Prevalence and Control over Infectious am other Diseases 


There Was a very mrked decline in the notification of infectious 
disease, the number falling from 213 to 119, The high incidence last 
year was due to the outbreak in the summer months of Somée dysentery, 
This year there were only 12 cases, all of which were isolated, 


Disease Male Female - Total Deaths 
Soarlet Fever - 3 3 - 
acute Primry Pneumonia 2 | > - 
Measles 1 16 97 “ 
Dysentery 4 8 42 ~ 
Tuberculosis Respiratory 4 2 5 - 

. other forms 4 - 4 4 

TOLAL bb, 60 119 4 
Measles 97 cases were notified, This disease like soarlet 


fever 18 now largely following a more benign course, Infectivity 
remins still very high and few attain adult life without suffering 
from the disease, Ocoasional complications such as pneumonia, ear 
and eye infections do still occur especially in those whose resistame 
was Low at the time of infection, 


Scarlot Fever 3 cases, This disease continues in its mild phase, 
Food Poisoning No oases were notified, 


Small A total of 79 vaccinations were performed a fall ™m 
Tast years figure of 99, As there were 138 births, it is probable 
that only just umer 60% of infants are receiving primry vaccination 
in the town, This decline in acceptance of vaccination is a oause for 
somes disquiet, Modern air transport may introduce smallpox into a 
commnity and with many susceptibles can result in an outbreak, 

Parents are earmestly requested to have their infants vaccinated, 
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Diphtheria No cases have ocoourred, 


& total of 120 diphtheria immnisations were made compared with 
115 last year and shows a high acceptance rate, There has also been 
& very gratifying inorease in the number of booster immunisations 
shoving a rise of from 36 to 105, Both public and doctors are to 
be congratulated on these figures and the hope is expressed that this 
high rate will be mintained, There have been small outbreaks of 
diphtheria in the countty during the year and in almost all cases there 
had either been no immunisation or failure to accept the booster 
injections, 


The triple vaccine which contains diphtheria, whooping cough and 
tetanus (lockjaw) immunisation was introduced by the County Council 
this year, This incoulation is carried out early in infancy, thereby 
helping to prevent some of the most distressing cases of whooping 
cough, those which occur in very young infants, Early inoculatim 
however should be followed by reinforcing doses as the duration of 
immnity to the first doses is limited, 


Sonné Dysentery There were 12 cases, This was a very marked deoline 
in inci Sones compared with the high figure of 105 cases last year, 11 
these cases were isolated and no outbreaks folloied, Great care is 
taken with early cases in order to prevent spread of infection, The 
sohools are now all provided with an adequate number of wash=-hand basins 
and paper towels, Last year it was considered that the source of the 
oontinued spread of Sonne dysentery was probably the primary school, 


22 


~e 


Details of immunisation and vaccination for the year 1960 
SMiLLPOX ViCCIN. TION 


Under 14 4 2-h 5 = 1h. 15 or over Total 
Primry +7 30 13 5 4 67 
Re-vaccinatio = - ~ 4 41 12 


POLIOMYELITIS VicCIN.TION 
Third Inj's, 
Under 1 4 2 3535 hk.» %5 9 10-1, Total 15 and over All ages 
20 75 th 2 4 8 8 432 518 836 
DIPHTHERIA DMMOUNISATION 


Under 1 | 2 3 kk %5a9 140“14 Total Booster 


Diphtheria 4 —-— = ee ~ ~ 4 1.8 
Immnisation oly 

Combined Dip/hoop, 27 a a ee Le - ay 1.0 
Triple 77 ie ae ee 2 “ 85 17 


Total Diphtheria 
Innunisations 405 Bh at ' 4 2 - 4120 405 


Whooping Cough only 3 4 -- - - ~ 5 a 


Number of Children who have completed a full 
Course of Diphtheria Immunisation 
Age at 31,12,60 Under 1 4 2 3 4 5-9 10—14. Total 


iene, Bormm in year 1960 1959 1958 1957 1956 1951—- 1946- 
41955 4950 Under 1. 


Number Inmunised 63 103 95 90 Oh. 321 267 1033 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There were , now cases, 3 in adults all in the age group 25-35, The 
fourth case was in an infant who died at the age of 7 months of tuberculous 
meningitis, The father was a case of tuberculosis who moved into the district 
and who was not known to the authorities locally until the infant contracted 
the disease, When all infants who are contacts of tuberculous persons can 
receive B,0.G, it is sad to record this deat It is also a melancholy 
reflection in this day, that individuals who contract this disease can still 
fail to realise that the condition is’an infection that can be transmitted, and that 
follow up and regular attendanse at chest clinics, so adequately ami freely provided 
throughout the county, continues to remain a necessity. 


A 


Age and Sex distribution of new cases and deaths 1960 


| New Cases ! Deaths | 


iige Groups 


Designation 


Notified in 1960 
Invard Transfers 
Deaths 
Removals 


Remining 
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SECTION G 


FACTORIES ACT, 19 3/ 
Fart I = Inspection for purposes of provisions as to health 


No, on | Number of 
Register : | Written Occupier's 
Inspections | Notices | Prosecuted 
(i) Factories with 
Mechanical Power 4 17 3 - 
(ii)  Faotaries without 
Mechanical Power 4h. 10 4 - 
(iii) Other premises under | 
Act (exo luding 
outuorkers! premises) 42 17 4 - 
Cases in which defects were found 
No, of cases in vhich defects 
ata were found No, of 
rticulars Pr ti 
Foun) Remedied|Ref,to H,M,| Ref, by lassie 
Insp. HM I, 
Want of oleanliness (S,1) 4 ~ 
Overcrowding (S, 2) - ~ 
Unreasonable Temp, (S,3) - - 
Inadequate Vent, (S,4 ~ - ) 
Ineffective drainage 
of floor (S.6) - - 
Sanitary conveniences (S,7) 
(a) Insufficient - 
(b) Umsuitable or 
defective ),. - 
(c) Not separate far sexes - “ 


Other offences against the 
hot (except outvorkers) 
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I 


6 6 - Wil 


25 


1-4 
a) 
im 
e 
- . > P 
sa 
- 
| r ly 
if ; 7 fl 
we —~ ’ 
) .2i* . A 
: 7 ' 
a 7 
‘ 
e: ee 
| . 
4 
j 
—_ 
: 
{ 
‘ ¢ 
y 
<4 . 
? : 
} éc 
: 
: 
1 
| ; Yay 
| | _ 
‘ ; 
| " he 
: : ee , ee | 
#7 , 
=e ie | 
, 7! <7 i : 
po: | 
: ; a > { ) 
aia on ‘tenes 
: Te 


= , 


PART VIII = Outworkers 


Number of outworkers registered during the year oie 2 


In these two cases the work was in connection with the mking of 
wearing apparel (i.e, Boot & Shoe trade), Both premises were suitable 
for the carrying out of such work, 


SUMM.RY OF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S VISITS DURING THE YEAR 


Housing: 

No, of inspections mde wale uke 395 
Overorowding 29> oss 12 
Drainage, W,Cs,. Sinks etc, eve oes 92 
Miscellaneous housing Visits a hie LG 
Food and Drugs and ancillary provisims .,., see 71 
Food = Inspection and Oondemation sos ees 27 
Slaughterhouse visits ae nok 4 
Shops Te sas ry 16 
Petroleum Licensing end Supervision eee oe. 4d, 
Refuse Oollection eon oo 17 
Refuse Disposal ‘is eve ves 7 
Verminous Premises and Infestations ove eee 6 
Infectious Disease and Food Poisoning vee eee 73 
Pig keeping ané other animl complaints oe.» ose 21 
Nuisances ae sre ere 19 
Publio Conveniences eee ee 11 
Theatres, Hotels and Places of Entertainment aoe 14 
Rodent Oontrol 00 ose eos 106 
Schools oe >oe eos 10 
Temporary Dwellings one vee 16 

Interviews and Visits to Housing Applicants 
and Tenants of Council Houses eo oe L101 
4,408 
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